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Taiyu Predicting Her Own Death

Tsao Shuehchin

Fly, Fly, ye faded and broken dreams
Of fragrance, for the spring is gone!
Behold the gossamer entwine the screens,

And wandering catkins kiss the stone.

Here comes the maiden from out her chamber door,
Whose secret no one shall share.
She gathers the trodden blossoms lingeringly,

And says to them her votive prayer.

I smell the scent of elm seeds and the willow
Where once did blush the peach and pear.
‘When next they bloom in their new-made spring dress,

She may be gone — no one knows where.
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The Old Man at the Fort
Liu An

There was an old man at a frontier fort in the north who
understood Taoism. One day he lost his horse, which wandered into
the land of the Hu tribesmen. His neighbors came to condole with

him, and the man said, “How do you know that this is bad luck?”

After a few months, the horse returned with some fine horses

of the Hu breed, and the people congratulated him.

The old man said, “How do you know that this is good luck?”

He then became very prosperous with so many horses. The
son one day broke his legs ridding, and all the people came to
condole with him again. The old man said, “How do you know that

this is bad luck?”
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BRERLYBL  EERERF -
Since life’s a compound of half sweet and half bitter, Who tastes but half is wisest

and cleverest.

TASTAE - G4EPS - WA EE  Foidkx  BAZE  2AERE J A
ATHETAAE

Those who do sit in the moonlight, but never look at it: ladies, daughters of high
families, in boats and towers, also handsome boys (homosexuals) who sit in open

spaces and giggle and chatter and look at other people.
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