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Chapter 13
Priase and Blame

“Favor and disgrace cause one dismay;

What we value and what we fear and within our
Self.”

What does this mean:

“Favor and disgrace cause dismay?”’

Those who receive a favor from above
Are dismayed when they receive it,
And dismayed when they lose it.

What does this mean:

“What we value and what we fear’ are within
ourself?”

We have fears because we have a self."

When we do not regard that self as self,

What have we to fear?

Therefore he who values the world as his self

9 Interpreted as life and death. The text of Chuangtse confirms this interpretation.

10 Lit. “body.”

I
Chapter 13 Priase and Blame 183
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May then be entrusted with the government of
the world;
And he who loves the world as his self —

The world may then be entrusted to his care.

Man’s loss of his original nature comes from the
distractions of the material world acting through the fire
senses. His emancipation of the spirit comes from the
doctrine of selflessness which appears to be the common
ideal of sainthood in all religions. In Taoist philosophy,
this emancipation through selflessness comes through the
realization that the individual self is nothing and the great
unity of the universe is everything. From this selfless point
of view it is therefore natural to regard all the accidents of
fortune and misfortune, of honor and disgrace, as things that

are entirely superficial and unimportant.

The entire line “Therefore he who values the world as his
self may then be entrusted with the government of the world;
and he who loves the world as his self — the world may then
be entrusted to his care” appears in Chuangtse in identical
wording in selection Ch.3.1V, where the context makes the

meaning clear.
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