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Thirty-three Happy Moments Chin Shengtan

It is a hot day in June when the sun hangs still in the sky and
there is not a whiff of wind or air, nor a trace of clouds; the front
and back yards are hot like an oven and not a single bird dares to
fly about. Perspiration flows down my whole body in little rivulets.
There is the noon-day meal before me, but I cannot take it for the
sheer heat. I ask for a mat to spread on the ground and lie down,
but the mat is wet with moisture and flies swarm about to rest on
my neck and nose and refuse to be driven away. Just at this moment
when I am completely helpless, suddenly there is a rumbling of
thunder and big sheets of black clouds overcast the sky and come
majestically on like a great army advancing to battle. Rain water
begins to pour down from the eaves like a cataract. The perspiration
stops. The clamminess of the ground is gone. All flies disappear to

hide themselves and I can eat my rice. Ah, is this not happiness?
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A friend, one I have not seen for ten years, suddenly arrives at
sunset. I open the door to receive him, and without asking whether
he came by boat or by land, and without bidding him to sit down on
the bed or the couch, I go to the inner chamber and humbly ask my
wife: “Have you got a gallon of wine like Su Tungpo’s wife”? My
wife gladly takes out her gold hairpin and give it to me to sell for

cash. I calculate it will last us three days. Ah, is this not happiness?

I am sitting alone in an empty room fretting over the noises
a mouse made last night at the head of my bed, and wondering
what that little rustling sound signifies—what article of mine he
is biting or what volume of my books he is eating up. While I am
in this state of mind, and don’t know what to do, I suddenly see
a ferocious-looking cat, wagging its tail and staring with its wide
open eyes, as if it were looking at something. I hold my breath and
wait a moment, keeping perfectly still, and suddenly with a little
sound the mouse disappears like a whiff of wind. Ah, is this not

happiness?

I have pulled out the hait’ang and chihching in front of my
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B A kEAE R o BRI MR o R B !
To cut with a sharp knife a bright green watermelon on a big scarlet plate of a

summer afternoon. Ah, is this not happiness?

BAITHEZ T » BT LR B—F ik
The art of being happy though poor consists in one phrase, to think “it could be

worse.”
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