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snowy morning, this makes the whole body warm. Alas! I hope to

be a farmer until the end of my days!

I think the best class of people in the world are the farmers.
Scholars should be considered the last of the four classes # . The
most well-to-do farmers have a hundred mu (about sixteen acres),
the second seventy or eighty mu, and the next fifty or sixty mu.
They all toil and labor to feed the rest of the word. Were it not
for the farmers, we should all starve. We scholars are considered
one class higher than the farmers because we are supposed to be
good sons at home and courteous abroad, and maintain the ancient
tradition of culture; in case of success, we can serve and benefit the
people, and in case of failure, we can cultivate our personal lives
as an example to the world. But this is no longer true. As soon as
a person takes a book in hand, he is thinking of how to pass the
examinations and become a chiijen or chinshih, how to become an
official and get rich and build fine houses and buy large property. It
is all wrong from the very start, and the further one goes, the more

wicked one becomes. It will all come to a bad end. Those who are

% [3%3%] Cheng here reverses the traditional Chinese
classification which is in the following order: Scholars,

farmers, artisans and businessmen.
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not successful at the examinations are still worse; they prey upon
the people of the village, with a small head and thievish eyes. True,
there are many who hold firm to their principles, and there are
everywhere some who set the highest standards for themselves. But
the good suffer on account of the bad, with the result that we have
to shut up. The moment we open our mouths, people will say, “All
you scholars know how to talk. As soon as you become officials,
you will not be saying the same things.” That is why we have to

keep quiet and accept the insults.

The artisans make tools and turn them to good use, while
the businessmen make possible the exchange of goods. They
are all of some use to the people, while the scholars alone are a
great nuisance to them. One should not be surprised to find them
considered the lowest of the four classes of people, and I doubt that

they are entitled to even that.

I have always thought the most of the farmers. The new
tenants should be treated with courtesy. They should call us “hosts”

and we should call them “guests.” The host-and-guest relationship
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RREFPRPELET  WRNF - F—R2VREEFTA
Now to be a scholar and be a college graduate or a doctor is a small thing; the

important thing is to be reasonable and be a good man.

T8 TREXHRE SFAAFM?2EZTE - ZIFARLAER?
“Does not the tongue last longer because it is soft? And is it not because the teeth

are hard that they fall off earlier?” replied Laotse.
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