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The Concubine Market of Yangchow Chang Tai

At Yahgchow, there were hundreds of people making a living
from activities connected with the “lean horses”. One should never
let it be known that one was looking for a concubine. Once this
leaked out, the professional agents and go-betweens, both men and
women, would swarm about his house or hotel like flies, and there
was no way of keeping them off. The next morning, he would find
many of them waiting for him, and the matchmaker who arrived
first would hustle him off, while the rest followed behind and

waited for their chance.

Arriving at the house of the “lean horse,” the person would be
served tea as soon as he was seated. At once the woman agent would
come out with a girl and announce, “Kuniang (mademoiselle) ,
curtsy!” The girl curtsied. Next was said, “Kuniang, walk forward!”

She walked forward. “Kuniang, turn around!” She turned around,
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facing the light, and her face was shown. “Pardon, can we have a
look at your hand?” The girl rolled up her sleeve and exposed her
entire arm. Her skin was shown. “Kuniang, look at the gentleman.”
She looked from the corner of her eyes. Her eyes were shown.
“How old is Kuniang?” She replied. Her voice was heard. “Please
walk again a bit.” This time the girl lifted her skirts. Her feet were
shown. There is a secret about judging a girl’s feet. When you hear
the rustle of her skirts when she comes out, you may guess that she
has big feet, but if she wears her skirts relatively high and reveals
her feet as she takes a step forward, you already know that she has a

pair of small feet that she is proud of. “Kuniang, you can go back.”

As soon as the girl went in, another came out and the same
thing was repeated. Usually there were five or six girls in a house.
If the gentleman decided he would take a certain girl, he would put
a gold hairpin or ornament on her hair; this was called tsatai. If no
one was satisfactory, a tip of several hundred cash was given the
woman agent or the maids of the house, and one was shown another
house. When one woman agent was exhausted, other women agents

came around. Thus it continued for one, two, perhaps four or five
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The vast universe, throbbing with life, lies spread before us, entertaining the eye
and pleasing the spirit-and all the senses. It is perfect.
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The bride came up and performed the wedding ceremony (by bowing to the groom

and guests), and she was ushered to take her place at the dinner table already laid.
Music and song began, and there was much ado about the house.

EIE“EHHEE THHIOURS » firg (BRI ) SRAGRAR it & A4 0h - HE MRS
o EBIEREIRAT - APEIEALG - SN B ERGE S BSR4
T MRS RS B P EINGE S AR ETRE RS - R E R
N o SEEE L TR AT R 38 - PRy TR o -

A5 (MG ) B CPRI-G H ) S DUBRIN U f 4 - PR & /N
B MRS  F2 DO « HARR B mTE N ~ BEtit - [
R~ R ~ EERG SR IR - MRREDIE T ~ TR RIS ~ BRI~ R ESCH IR
IR AL

OMEE P EHBREIES

MEERSEA T (b SU/MNEEDE) (The Importance of Understanding ) FF3CEE :

U421 /(i0p e CIEN ARLe A M BN AR  MFRENEEENZE
AN T NEE - BHCENERB RIS E - BRAAELENETE » I
A TIENSCGE - ARES IR OIS SRR ARG - 0 X "#
FOE RIS T - MEARESINIMEE S EMHEBHEEE A e G - N hadEE
B ERDAAIN TGRS LT REEERE  WRWENMEE A%  EEMERE
SE] 2 4 FEESCA IS FE Nt S » ORI EAEEDOE - BLETE ILE 4
ZEBHRE T v R A L L

976-957-09-
“ 00260




